THE NATIONAL BLACK EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION

The National Black Evangelical Association (NBEA3 an umbrella organization composed of
individuals and organizations across denominati@mal racial lines that have been united behind twe
major purposes. These are: (1) To increase fellgpvamong others with the same goals, and (2) T¢
minister to the Black community, reaching Blackso(igh not to the exclusion of other races) with the
message of Jesus Christ so that they might affunLord in the totality of their beings in everypast of
their lives. The result will be that the abundafé ive have through Christ may be experienced hy ou
people in the totality of our communities.

We see our particular calling as one aspect ofutigersal call to preach the Gospel to all creature
Our particularity in emphasis grows out of our asveass of the abiding racial, social and politico-
economic realities of life in America as experieshtwy Black people, both individually and colleclive

We view this emphasis as one aspect of ministrthéowhole human race, to whom we are debtors t
serve. We believe that Blacks as members of theahuace must recognize their unity with all memberg
of the human race. In the affirmation of our ownmauity, however, we take care not to deny theg
humanity of others nor allow others to deny oure &courage a fuller awareness of Black personhog
and humanity as God's gift to America and to tts¢ oéthe world.

NBEA, therefore, seeks to present the Gospel afisl€&hrist to the total person in a way that both
influences and affirms the creation and developn@nChristian personality on personal, social, and
institutional levels. This purpose encompasses bathoriginal goals stated at the time of our forma
tion in 1963 and the additional insights and agtians gained in our walk with God.

This vision is seen as the indispensable guidimgyple for all areas of our work. The current ages

for the implementation of our work are our locahpters, our commissions, and a national converation
which all activities come to focus within an atmbepe of fellowship and ministry. A vital part ofiro

active ministry has been as a motivator and fatdit for others to develop and expand their owr
ministries to the Black community - ministries fwhich we rejoice. Additionally, we have engaged in
direct ministry through such means as Christiandatlan conferences, students' conferences, colleg
lectureships, pastors' seminars and theologicahisr youth outreach ministries, etc.

Chapters exist in such diverse cities as Chicagaw Nork, and Dallas. Commissions, as specific
areas of ministry, presently include the followiageas: Black Family, Children, Christian Education,
Communications, Evangelism, Missions, Social Actibheology, Women, and Youth. Commissions are
composed of persons with expertise and interesh@se areas and who work to develop ideas an
resources for dissemination to the larger Blackoommity. It is in these areas where we are ende@ayo
to flesh out our vision, both nationally and logall

The basis for our belief in the necessity and Viighof this ministry is the Word of God. (See NBEA
doctrinal statement).

If you are challenged by our vision for ministryewnvite you to complete the membership-partnershiy
form and join us in this divine activity.
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Consultation On Racism
Jointly Sponsored January 264890 by The Social Action Commissions of
THE NATIONAL BLACK EVANGELI@L ASSOCIATION (NBEA) and
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIADN OF EVANGELICALS (NAE)

STATEMENT ON PREJUDICE AND RACISM

We have gathered as a group of Christians to asldhes resurgence of racism in the United States.
Because of the historical and current context inctvlwe meet, we are addressing primarily the white;
black expression of racism; we recognize that ogitiemic groups have also experienced oppressi@dbas
on race.

We affirm the core conviction of our Judeo-Christreeritage: Human life is created in God’s imag@sT
imago Dei is expressed in one human race (Acts6),/7iut that one humanity fully expressed God's
image in a wealth of diversity. A few obvious exdegpof diversity are maleness and femaleness, and
colors of skin, eyes and hair. There are mordlesualversities as well. These diversities areintgnded
to divide humans from one another; rather, theytaradd to the wonder of life's wholeness as a gif
from God.

We affirm another conviction of our Judeo-Christraots: As a consequence of a fall from the origina
created state, humanity shares a sin nature. Otteeaharks of this sin nature, prejudice, is distied
among the diverse parts of the whole humanity. s finejudice, rather than allowing celebration & th
diversity of our one humanity, causes the holdérejudice to view those who are different as iirthe
When one ethnic group is in a majority or powerifms, its group prejudices against those who arg
minorities or out of power are often manifestedanism. Racism is prejudice plus power. Racism is
therefore, an institutionalized expression of aticmling group's prejudices.

There was diversity of motivation in the establigmof the United States as a nation, but woven
throughout its history was a pattern of racism bg twhite-dominated society that involved the
displacement and destruction of one race, the Baiwericans, and the enslavement of yet another, th
Africans. The historical record of how white Eueaps conquered North America by destroying the
native population and building their new natiorcereomy on the backs of kidnapped Africans who had
been turned into chattel are facts which must lke@eledged and confessed.

Racism is a foundational sin of the United Stafasled by economic greed and the exploitation of
human and natural resources. It has corrupted dhedhtions, institutions, and cultural mores o thi
country. It has prevented formation of a true aaltdlemocracy. Racism has enslaved, impoverishdd a
oppressed people of color in the United States.

The concept of race must be seen as the sum tbtahat is known as the physical, psychological
characteristics that set one group apart from amoffhese distinctions are not seen as absolutes fi
can be readily observed that some basic charaatsrithought to be unique to one group are ofter]
observed as part of the make-up of another. Hadd us to conclude that no racial group in itsengk
can be absolutely separated from another. Thes#spon race must lead us to the repudiate any lhnd a
myths concerning the inferiority of African-Amerits, such as: They are by nature childlike; thay th
came from the poorer stock of Africa; and that tigdggdly gave up their own history and traditions to
embrace the superior culture of their masters.afjareciate the scope of sin against African-Amesca
it is essential to understand the following powitsistory:




1. The European slave trade began in 1444 A.Dcantinued infamously into the late 1800s. However
through the early 1600s, there were many Sladko came to America as indentured servants and
who, after their service, were instrumentabimding many early settlements. They lost thesefiom
when slave traders and businessmen had cblanis changed to accommodate economic
considerations.

2. The recurrent history of the United Statesodiracism is the sting of continual promises, modes
gains, followed by a reversal of those gainsictv has resulted in entrenched prejudicial atétuand
continued economic disenfranchisement for AmiAmericans. The political gains of the IS60s and
"70s were instantaneously halted because dgévidar, resulting in the enactment of Jim Crowdaw
that dehumanized African people in poverty mbrance. Even today, just twenty-five yearsrafte
the civil rights movement of the 1960s, whiteérican racism is flexing its economic muscle agfain
the African-American community and rolling badcke positive effects of Affirmative Action.

It must be acknowledged that large segments ofsGamity in the United States have historically lee
allied with racist institutions and attitudes. Rat attacks the core of the Gospel message. ltesgae
reason for which Christ died. It also denies thgopse of the church: To bring together, in Chiisbse
who have been divided from one another. Racisntaased many Christians in the United States to us
the Bible to defend segregation and abandon justice

Racism is a severe and current sin. It is an tdolhich makes God in the image of the controlling
group and uses God to justify willful and/or unimded evil against minority interests. The soul haé t
nation is under judgment for the talent drain ofeptial leaders and for the psychological scarohg
young blacks who are born in the ghetto but ratedye the opportunity to develop. Racism has
historically hindered us from benefiting from thélfiess of God's gift to the nation, which is emieddn
what is gained from all the people.

The Psalmist asks, “When the foundations are dgstravhat can the righteous do?" The righteous ca
fill the leadership vacuum by repenting individya#ind corporately. It will be necessary to re-edec
white evangelicalism into understanding that thenper black church has held one of the few autbenti
expressions of the Gospel in America by holding faghe conviction that God, through His Word, was
the authority in all matters of life; that all humity was created in God's image; and that humaraty
eternal value, evidenced by Christ's inclusive ldeat the cross.

Although prejudice is a universal sin infecting @doples, racism in the United States is basi@alshite
problem. Whites established practices, systemsaavglwhich entrenched racism and, in some ins&nce
still perpetuate it. Confession and repentanceeasential starting points for the correction of amful
past--these are needed now in the United Statekeifrising tide of racism is to be turned back.

The black evangelical church, for its part, mustnoot itself to constructive protest of racism. This
should be combined with a readiness to forgive pashgs. The black church must help blacks toirega
a healthy sense of pride in their identity. Thedship of Christ must be brought to bear on the dif the
black community as well as that of the white comityun Economic discipline and investment in the
black community, inspired by a spiritual rebirthtbe black masses, will be the salvific hope ofckla
America. We affirm that salvation is in and by uke<hrist alone. The Gospel of love is transmitted
through an inseparable package of faith AND actibnand through Christ, we have hope for thethfat
now is and that which is to come.

The white evangelical church must first repenttefsin of racism. It must examine its doctrinejges,
institutions, boards, agencies and para-churchientind remove any vestiges of prejudice and madis
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must also enter into a meaningful dialogue withcbl@vangelical leaders by means of establishing
cultural exchanges on racism in the white commurifipst importantly, it must exert pressure for
economic justice by witnessing within its own powéuctures. It must remove the institutional kagi
which hinder progress for blacks and other peopleotor. It must work to make restitution and rigpa
as soon as possible.
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As persons redeemed by the atoning work of Chwst,commit ourselves to renewed efforts towarg
reconciliation and harmony between people of deveeses. Together, the entire evangelical communi
must and can reaffirm the wonderful ethnic divgrsimong the body of Christ, while at the same tim
strengthening its unity. The Church's crediblenests, and perhaps the deliverance of the natian a
whole, depends upon the joint evangelical effortdiemantle the structures of racism and prejudics
Together, we can create a community that will beanumental witness for Christ in modern times|
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We go from this consultation determined to tramskiese intentions into actions which will exemplif
among humankind Christ's reconciling work.

Note: This joint statement was accepted in principlehe NAE Board of Administration as a working
document at its annual meeting in RhQéArizona, on March 7, 1990. It was thentriimited to the
NAE Convention as information and backgrd. The statement was accepted in full by NBEBYard
and members at NBEA's annual Converitigbhicago, lllinois, on April 21, 1990. Thesgtians serve
as first steps in dealing with pregediand racism in our churches and society. ithd@l steps have
been taken to ensure that appropriedtesfies will be devised to implement this statetmen

THE THEOLOGICAL BASISFOR THE STATEMENT ON RACISM
by William H. Bentley

In the statement drafted by members of the Corguitaon Racism, we have given the rationale and
God’'s remedy for the perpetual presence of ondn@fniost pressing problems in the sphere of racial/
human relations. Less this statement be seen maeelthe enunciation of principles identified with
the "social gospel" alone, it should be clear thatstatement is based on the Word of God in iisetyn
It is shown as a part of an earlier process tHattaf mankind in general. We have chosen to addties
American aspect of this problem.

What the Bible has to say about human relatiorgeimeral affects our discussion. Race relatiosges
as a problem in human relations, a much wider fi€ldr identification of the problem and our appioac
to it, therefore, is theological rather than mergbgiological and psychological. In this papewyill be
evident that we are making full use of the Word Godhat we can understand much clearer the message
that God wants to get across to us. God's univérga for all men, the unity of the human racer ou
oneness in Christ and man’s obligation to lover@sgghbor as himself, and ultimately Christ's suggem
sacrifice which exemplifies God's love for mankiack illustrative of the divine intent. A solution,
therefore, cannot be achieved without recognitibtiis foundational truth.

As we enter into the discussion of this papeniteseek God's guidance as we wrestle with plaastain
and strategies. This will assure some measureityf with all who are concerned.




EXCERPTSFROM A LETTER ABOUT THE IMPACT OF THISSTATEMENT

| am writing to congratulate the executive comnet®f the National Black Evangelical Associationd an
the National Association of Evangelicals for théat8ment on Prejudice and Racism" which appeared |n
a recent college newsletter. It is a very poweashd provocative statement which is long overdues
probably one of the most intelligent, honest, daresand action-oriented statements on Americarsinac
and Christianity that | have ever read. | was Heepoved by the statement. It encouraged and
challenged me regarding my particular role as ancamn-American Christian to not only perpetually
confront the racism issue, but to also "forgivetpasongs.” The latter has often been very diffidioit
me, especially in light of my negative college exgeces. The call expressed in the statement tduah
commitment and action from both African-Americardamhite evangelicals regarding racism issues i
both timely and prophetic. Personally, it cama &étme of both apathy about, and "tiredness" oflidg
with the issue.
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| have written to the ... alumni association touest that the statement be reprinted in a futigeei ©f
their quarterly magazine. | believe firmly it nee be read by ALL past, present and future alugmniali
associates, as a potential starting point for idd& and corporate confession and repentance; g@gmon
whites, for racism, prejudice and their silence tire face of it; among African-Americans, for
unforgiveness associated with these. | also hbpan serve as a source of healing among the many
alumni of color who have been hurt through theltegpe experiences.

Once again, thanks for NBEA's bold stand in thedlthrough the Statement. | believe it will be arse
of strength and courage to all who read it, evelh\aas to me. May the Lord continue to blessdfferts
of NBEA.




